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SUB J : BENIN FOREIGN MINISTER EXPLAINS REASON FOR FRENCH AMB'S 
RECALL 

REF: COTONOU 0015 

1 . IN A PRESS CONFERENCE PUBLISHED IN JANUARY 9 EDITION 
OF GOV'T DAILY EHUZU, GOVERNMENT OF PEOPLE S REPUBLIC 

OF BENIN (GPRB) FORMIN ALLADAYE TOLD JOURNALISTS THAT HE 
WISHED TO GIVE TRUE REASONS FOR FRENCH AMB MEADMORE’S RECALL. 
ALLADAYE SAID THAT WILE FRENCH MEDIA WERE ATTRMOUTING RECALL TO 
FACT THAT MEADMORE HAD BEEN TOLD NOT TO ATTEND DEC 30 PRESID- 
ENTIAL CEREMONY, IN FACT BENINHMAD WITHDRAWN ITS AGREEMENT TO 
MEADMORE'S APPOINTMENT IN SEPT 1977. AT THAT TIME, THE FORMIN 
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IS QUOTED AS SAYING, BENIN ASKED FRENCH GOVERNMENT TO RECALL 
MEADMORE AND REPLACE HIM AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. NO REPLY WAS 
FORTHCOMING. 

2. ALLADAYE STATED THAT IT WAS "PUBLIC KNOWLEDGE" THAT JAN 16, 

1977 MERCENARY ATTACK COULD NOT HAVE BEEN ORGANIZED WITHOUT 
THE "VERY ACTIVE COMPLICITY" OF AMB MEADMORE. HE SAID THERE 
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EXISTS PARTICULARLY DAMAGING AND IRREFUTABLE PROOF OF ROLE 
MEADMORE PLAYED NOT ONLY IN ATTACKING STATE SECURITY BUT ALSO 
IN SEEKING TO BLOCK THE "HARMONIOUS DEVELOPMENT OF FRIENDLY 
RELATIONS BETWEEN THE FRENCH AND BENINESE PEOPLE" AND TO "UNDER- 
MINE THE SINCERE COOPERATION" WHICH HAS EXISTED SINCE NEW 
COOPERATION ACCORDS WERESIGNED IN 1975. THIS DEMONSTRATED, 
ACCORDING TO ALLADAYE, THAT MEADMORE WAS NOT REPRESENTING 
FRANCE BUT RATHER "THE EXTREME RIGHTWING REACTIONARY COLONIALIST 
MILIEU WHOSE CONSTANT CONCERN HAS BEEN TO TOPPLE OUR REVOLUTION." 
ALLADAYE STRESSED THAT GPRB HAD ACTED "COURTEOUSLY" BY TOLERATING 
MEADMORE'S PRESENCE FOR FOUR MONTHS WHEN BY RIGHTS IT COULD 
HAVE "THROWN HIM OUT" (MIS A LA PORTE) IN SEPTEMBER. 

3. COMMENT: ALLAD AYE'S REMARKS CONFIRM OUR FEELINGS THAT GPRB, 

OR MORE SPECIFICALLY PRESIDENT KEREKOU, HARBORED PERSONAL DIS- 
LIKE FOR MEADMORE WHOM HE DID NOT SEE AS SUFFICIENTLY "COOPER- 
ATIVE" (I.E., PROVIDING AID WHEN REQUESTED) AND WAS SEEKING 
EXCUSE TO HAVE HIM REMOVED. ARGUMENT THAT MEADMORE KNEW MORE 
THAN FRENCH GOV T IS SPECIOUS. (OUR IMPRESSION WAS THAT 
MEADMORE KNEW LESS ABOUT WHAT HAPPENED THAN SEVERAL OTHER GOV- 
ERNMENTS REPRESENTED IN BENIN.) MOREOVER, HAD THERE BEEN FIRM 
PROOF OF MEADMORE'S ALLEGED COMPLICITY, GPRB WOULD HAVE "THROWN 
HIM OUT" MUCH EARLIER DESPITE THE GOVERNMENT S "PATIENCE AND 
COURTESY." ALLADAYE'S RATHER LAME EXPLANATION APPEARS TO BE A 
MEANS OF TRYING TO PLACATE THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT IN WAKE OF 
GPRB'S TAKING A DRASTIC AND OVERLY HASTY ACTION, WHICH MIGHT 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 03 COTONO 00033 1 1 1429Z 

COST IT A SUBSTANTIAL AMOUNT OF FURTHER XLENCH ECONOMIC ASSIST- 
ANCE. THOMPSON 
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